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Eight former FSU gymnasts who turned 80 in 2008 pose at the
program’s 2007 reunion in Tallahassee. Front row from left: Don
Holder, Carmine Regna, Jack Miles. Back row from left: Joe Regna, Bill
Roetzheim, Dick Gutting, Pat Signorelll, Jim .lacksonL -

thing” ~
- In the 1950s, the gym-

“nasts were stars on cam-

pus. They filmed an RKO

movie short on Landis

Green, “Gym College,” that
played in theaters around
the nation. They appeared
on television shows such
as the “Ted Mack Amateur

-Hour,”“Dinah Shore Show”

and NBC “Morning Show.”
“You could walk across
campus and more people
knew us than the football
team,” said Joe 'Taylor,
who helped win two AAU
national  championships.
“When RKO made that
movie (1955), it was pretty
unusual; other (gymnas-
tics) schools weren’t getting
that kind of attention.”
It is an article of faith

among many former gym- .

nasts that jealousy about
their success led to the
elimination of the program
by a football-oriented ath-
letic administration. Miles,
noting that the program
divvied up fewer than
three full scholarships
among all team members
but traveled extensively,
wants to believe it was just
a financial decision.

“They disbanded the
nationally ranked (men’s)
volleyball team at the same
time,” Miles said. “It’s just
that the university wanted
to put more emphasis on
major sports.”

The former gymnasts con-

cedetheir performancespale

‘in comparison with those

of. today’s gymnasts, who
have the advantage of bet-
ter equipment, finances and
training: “My most difficult
routine (on the trampoline)

was simpler than the sim- -

plest routine today,” Gutting
said. And most have come to
terms with their forgotten
role in FSU history: “That’s
one of the things age softens
a bit,” Taylor said. “We had
pretty good recognition (at
the time).” a2

_ The thing that does still
“stick in our craw,” said
Gutting, is the apparent
loss of the team’s trophies.
Team members remember
dozens of trophies filling

" Price’s office and a Tully

Gym display case. FSU has
none today. Wilson said the
school has searched for
them but fears they were
tossed out after a 1980s
flood in Tully Gym. '

Though the gymnasts
have been raising money
for an $80,000-plus Legacy

. Walk statue, Gutting sug-

gests a better memorial: a
trophy listing all the pro-
gram’s accomplishments,
placed in the Moore Athlet-
ic Center. Wilson said FSU
officials would “certainly

‘entertain” the idea.
“Since we have none at -

all, one good trophy might
do the job,” Gutting said. “Tt
could stand for all we did.
That seems worthwhile.”






